Northwestern Boreal

Uplands

Not represented: Lands on the East Arm of Great Slave Lake
and Artillery Lake are reserved for a future national park
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Great Slave Lake

THE LAND:

Ridge after low ridge
of granite or gneiss,
innumerable inter-
locking lakes and
tumbling rivers, end-
less spruce forests -
the edge of the Cana-
dian Shield marks the
western boundary of
this region. Here the
region abuts onto the
great Shield-edge lakes - Great Bear, Great
Slave, Athabasca, Wollaston, Reindeer, South
Indian - famous for their interlocking
convolutions of islands and bays.

Hoarfrost River

The continental ice sheets have left their
footprints on the entire region in the form
of glacier-scoured lake-filled basins and
large expanses of exposed bedrock smoothed
and scoured by the passing glaciers. Errat-
ics, boulders left behind by the melting of
the glaciers, are sprinkled liberally over
the land, and massive eskers, up to 75

“LAND OF LITTLE STICKS”

Lakes, lakes, lakes innumerable...The
first bay we investigated ... developed
into a baffling labyrinth of small enclosures
and twisting points, islands and chan-
nels, hills, knolls, promontories, and
even lakelets within lakes. God help
the man who gets off the route in this
country! Nothing - nothing to go by ...
just thousands and thousands of cari-
bou trails.

from the journals of P.G. Downes,
on a trip from Reindeer Lake
to Nueltin Lake in 1939.

metres high, slither
indiscriminately across
lakes and over the land
for tens of kilometres.
Glacial erosion and
deposition have left
an intricate maze of
labyrinthine lakes
connected by short
sections of rapid-
strewn rivers.

VEGETATION:

This is a region of spruce forests. In the
more temperate parts of the region, the
shores of the lakes and rivers are heavily
treed with dense forests of black spruce,
white spruce and white birch. A closed-
canopy forest of spruce and jack pine, with
an understory of feather moss, lichens,
blueberries and cranberries, covers the
southern part of the region. Toward the
north are open woodlands of black spruce

Parks Canada (1997) National Park System Plan


https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/plan
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Yellowknife’s waterfront includes Bill, a prairie boy, was thrilled to
numerous houseboats, lived in year-round, catch a Northern Pike in Great
as well as fishing boats and bush planes. Slave Lake.
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. Anita Gue-

Outdoor recreation plays an important part of
life in the North. Residents value the easy
access to wilderness adventures, year round.
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found in more sheltered

White Birch can be
areas.



Natural Region 17

spaced 5-10 metres apart and rarely reach-
ing 15 metres in height. A mat of lichens
up to 15 centimetres thick carpets the ground
between the trees. On the northern fringe
of the region, even more open stands of
stunted black spruce and tamarack with a
ground cover of dwarf tundra vegetation
form a transition to the barrenlands.

WILDLIFE:

This is a region rich in wildlife. Vast herds
of caribou winter here in the spruce for-
ests, some staying all year round. In late
October, after the rutting season, the great
bands of caribou mass up on the edge of
the woods and spend the harshest winter
months in the spruce and pine forests.
The females start to work their way north
again in February or March, bearing their
young on the barren-grounds in June. By
July, they are on the move again toward
the forests.

The region has long been famous as a source
of furs - beaver, muskrat, lynx, wolf, red
fox, wolverine, martin, mink, otter. Moose
and black bear are also abundant. Lake
trout, whitefish and huge northern pike
thrive in the cold, nutrient-poor lakes and
rivers.

STATUS OF NATIONAL PARKS:

For more than 25 years, an area known as
the East Arm of Great Slave Lake has
been considered for a national park. In
1970, 7,150 square kilometres of land in
this area were withdrawn under the Terri-
torial Lands Act for national park purpos-
es. This is a spectacular landscape - an
immense archipelago of islands in Great
Slave Lake, long [ault-block escarpments,
gorges and waterfalls, and much more.

Progress on this national park proposal has
been stalled for some time. The Aboriginal
people who will be most affected by the
proposal are concerned about the effects
of a national park on their traditional use
of the land and on their lifestyle. There is
no local consensus on whether a park would
be appropriate.

The federal government has assured the
people of Lutselk’e that a park will not be
established without their agreement. Parks
Canada expects Lo resume discussion on
this park proposal with the people of Lut-
selk’e at the appropriate time in their Treaty
8 land entitlement negotiations. The sup-
port of the Government of the Northwest
Territories is
also required.

Other possible
representative
natural areas
include Con-
juror Bay on
Great Bear Lake
and Athabasca
North Shore.




General Character

Canadian Shield, with bare
granitic rock polished and rounded
by extensive glaciation

Many small lakes

A series of very large lakes (Great
Bear, Great Slave, Athabasca,
Reindeer) mark the west boundary
of the Canadian Shield

Scattered trees, mainly black
spruce

Major Land Uses

Fishing

Traditional living

Mining - diamonds, gold, nickel

Main Communities
Yellowknife
Uranium City

Lynn Lake

Churchill

Aboriginal Peoples
Several Dene First Nations

Parks and Natural Areas

Thaidene Nene National Park Reserve
(Formerly known as East Arm of Great
Slave Lake)

Sand Lakes Provincial Park

Further Information

Anita Gue




